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 PRAIRIE  PRAIRIE FIREFIRE
"As the prairie stretches out until it becomes one with the sky, let us reach out to touch and be one with the natural world and with one another."

August 11, 2006

Prairie Fire is the semi-monthly newsletter of Prairie Unitarian Universalist Society. The two most recent issues may be seen at www.uuprairie.org  .  

President: Mike Briggs, (608) 835–0914                                                                                       Editor: Dan Proud, admin@uuprairie.org;  661–0776

PRAIRIE CALENDAR 
Sunday, August 13
*10:00 a.m. "Whatever the Weather" musicale led 
by Doleta Chapru

Wednesday, August 16
6:30 p.m. Midweek Meal @ Prairie

Sunday, August 20
*10:00 a.m. "Making Memorials Meaningful", 
featuring a panel of Prairie people

Tuesday, August 22
*2:00 p.m. Prairie Elders meet at Oakwood West.

Wednesday, August 23
6:30 p.m. Midweek Meal @ Prairie

Thursday, August 24
*7:00 p.m. Prairie Film Group views Brazil.

Sunday, August 27
*10:00 a.m. "Ingathering" led by Barbara Chatterton

Wednesday, August 30
6:30 p.m. Midweek Meal @ Prairie
*7:30 p.m. Building Progress Review Meeting

(* = Details follow in this issue.)

NEXT PRAIRIE FIRE DEADLINE:  SUNDAY, AUGUST 20

DETAILS OF COMING PROGRAMS 
Sunday, August 13 
Don your Hawaiian shirts, sun dresses, rain hat or 
winter parkas and join us for a "Whatever the 
Weather" singalong and musicale. Enjoy a program 
for all ages featuring many of Prairie's talented 
singers, instrumentalists, and maybe even dancers!
 
Sunday, August 20
A recent New York Times article headline reads, 
“It’s My Funeral and I’ll Serve Ice Cream If I Want 
To.”  This article highlights a trend in how some 
people may wish to have their lives celebrated in the 
ceremony that marks the end of life.  They want 
something personally meaningful, not a dour service 
that makes a person wonder if the minister ever met 
the deceased or had even a smidgen of an idea about 
the feelings of the people left behind.  Like me, you 
may have attended dissatisfying services like that, 
that left you feeling either cold or angry or both, and 
you never want to experience another one like it. 
Now you can “do your part” to prevent such 
meaningless services.
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Come to this Sunday’s service to hear a panel of 
Prairie members share some of their experiences 
with memorial services and address the subject of 
creating a meaningful service.  As usual, you will 
also have a chance to share your own thoughts.
 
Sunday, August 27
We gather together to reconnect and share our 
summer travels and experiences by bringing some 
of the waters from places exotic and domestic to 
mingle together in a common bowl.Please bring a 
small container of water and a few sentences 
describing your summer experiences. 

This day also marks the kickoff of the Religious 
Education year which is described elsewhere in this 
issue.

OUR SOCIETY 

GATHERING TO REVIEW PROGRESS ON 
PRAIRIE'S NEW BUILDING
Prairie's Capital Fundraising Committee has 
scheduled an informational meeting for friends and 
members to share the progress that has been made 
with fundraising for Prairie's new home, and to 
brainstorm on where we go from here. Members of 
First Unitarian Society and of Reeb are especially 
welcome.

The model of the new building will be available for 
inspection and the Building Committee hopes that 
any comments or suggestions you may have will be 
written on paper that will be provided.

This is your chance to hear all the facts that we 
have, and to learn what you can do to help transfer 
Prairie's RE Program into a superior learning 
environment.

The Building Progress Review takes place at Prairie 
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 30, 
immediately after the Wednesday evening potluck 
supper. Friends, well-wishers, members--all will be 
welcome to both.

PRAIRIE ELDERS MEET AUGUST 22 
Prairie Elders Meeting:  Tuesday, August 22, 2:00-
3:50 p.m., Oakwood Village West, Oaks Building, 
Second Floor Exercise Room. 

Topic:  Two Truths and One Fib. Tall tale tellers, 
this is your time to shine. Come armed with two 
truths about yourself and one convincing fib. With 
participants’ rich personal histories and gift for 
swapping tales, guessing the lie should be a 
fascinating challenge. As the summer ends, we look 
to our aim of providing “good times.” Guaranteed to 
produce hearty guffaws, this parlor game comes to 
us from the Sylvia Beach 

Hotel, Newport Beach, Oregon, via Rose Smith. 
This would be a good meeting for newcomers or for 
onlookers who simply enjoy being among a group 
of supportive friends.     

The Exercise Room opens at 1:30 for those who 
wish to come early for casual conversation. 
Participants are welcome to come and go as needed 
for appointments, rides, chair attendants, etc. 

Refreshments: Please bring a handful of snacks to 
pass, if convenient. Beverages are furnished.  

About us:  Prairie Elders aims to provide good 
times and mutual support for Prairie UU Members 
and Friends over 65.  We also welcome other UUs 
who live in the facility where we meet.  For 
directions, rides, parking and further information 
please call Donna Murdoch 238-3802, Rosemary 
Dorney 238-4382 (not available in August), Rose 
Smith 233-3363 or Doleta Chapru 238-4970.

 
WHAT'S NEW AT PRAIRIE
As people attend events at Prairie, they will notice 
the new communication center in the foyer. This 
desk/cabinet is the result of my personal challenge, 
as expressed at the recent Prairie Board retreat, to 
enhance communication between Prairie folk at all 
levels. It not only will serve as a place to display 
information about Prairie and UU'ism, but it also 
contains a desk where folks will be encouraged to 
leave messages for one another.

Since we all thrive on hearing kind words about the 
efforts we make, I would like to personally 
encourage folks to stop off at the desk and pick up 
one of the feedback forms to make a comment about 
some of the good things you observe happening to 
make Prairie an exceptional place to invest oneself. 
Also, if anything rubs you the wrong way, please 
bring it to our attention so we are able to give it 
appropriate attention.
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On the provided forms, to help both the writer and 
the receiver determine the best way to direct 
comments, there are check boxes for various roles, 
positions and committees. Note that they are there 
only as suggestions and you are welcome to ask 
your note to be directed to other people as well. 
Of course, you're also welcome to use whatever is 
handy to write on when you think of something 
you'd like to share... including napkins.

As a co-coordinator of the Program Committee, I 
would personally love to hear comments, good or 
bad, about any aspect of Prairie programming that 
you might choose to make. Over time I've had ideas 
for programs that I would have liked to suggest, 
except that there really wasn't a convenient way to 
make them. That is, to a large degree, what is at the 
root of both my participation on the Program 
Committee and my desire to set up this center for all 
of us.

So, please, help make it an effective communication 
tool. If you notice something that needs attention 
about the property, if you want to give kudos to an 
RE teacher, would like to give feedback to a 
program presenter or participant, have a question or 
comment related to any committee work, or any 
number of a variety of possible issues, positive or 
negative, please take a moment to leave a note. Feel 
free to make it anonymous if you prefer.

Dorothy Krause

 
PLAYREADERS
Prairie Playreaders is looking for hosts to hold 
playreading get-togethers. Hosts get to choose the 
play being read. Comedy, tragedy, drama, all are 
welcome. You can also provide a treat to entice 
readers, of course.

Please contact Susan Hagstrom at (1) 238-4970; (2) 
SusanTanyaAmI (at) aol.com or hagstst (at) 
dhfs.state. wi.us or hagstst (at) yahoo.com; (3) 916 
Shorewood Blvd, Madison, WI  53705 if you would 
like to host a playreading, and let her know which 
month (or date) would be preferable to you. When I 
get a list, perhaps we can have an organizing 
potluck in late August to finalize a schedule.

Susan Hagstrom

 

NEW PRAIRIE FILM GROUP 
Brazil, the 1985 dark, “retro-futuristic,” comedy 
directed by Monty Python member Terry Gilliam, 
will be shown at Prairie on Thursday, August 24, at 
7:00 p.m. Pizza will be provided.  Bring your 
favorite beverage and interest in seeing a great 
film (writers were Gilliam, Tom Stoppard and 
Charles McKeown).  

Afterwards there will be discussion of what we have 
seen and whether we should form a regular Prairie 
film group.  

Al Nettleton

 
DESK AVAILABLE
I'd like to give away a very nice, moden Danish 
desk with keyboard pullout. It is too big for me: 
63" wide, 30" deep and 28" high—for a donation to 
Prairie. Call Rosemarie at 255-7039 or e-mail 
rklester (at) wisc.edu. 

SPANISH SPEAKERS ON VACATION
Spanish Speakers potluck and discussion will take 
the month of August off. The next meeting will be 
September 21, 6:30 p.m. at the home of Mary and 
Andy Somers, 4467 Crescent Rd., Fitchburg, 276-
8397.

Rosemary Dorney

CHICAGO MUSEUM TRIP SEPTEMBER 30
Saturday, September 30:  Save this date for 
Prairie's fundraising trip to Chicago's Field Museum 
for the exhibit "Tutankhamun and the Golden Age 
of the Pharaohs."  There will be more information in 
later editions of the newsletter, or contact Pat 
Watkins.

MEMBERSHIP
NEW DIRECTORY
The new directory is available.  You can pick your 
copy up at church, or we will mail it to you.

Please report any corrections to Dan Proud at 661-
0776 or by e-mail to prouds (at) tds.net.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

THE LAST DAYS OF SUMMER
I'm sure all of our RE children are holding on to the 
last threads of freedom before school starts, but the 
future is still bright—the beginning of the RE year 
is almost here! It's going to be another great year.

We will begin August 27 with the Water 
Communion. As always, we will take the water you 
collected from your summer travels, or the kitchen 
sink (!), and place them in our communion bowl. 

If you haven't collected any water there's still time. 
After the ceremony, we will have getting-to-know-
you games outside.

September 3 will kick off the RE school year. We 
still have two openings for teachers, so if you would 
like to be a teacher and make a difference in the 
lives of our children let me know. 

For anyone who is interested, the curricula have 
arrived. If you would like to view the lessons before 
the first day of class, contact me or one of the RE 
Committee members.

This year's theme is UU Heritage and Principles. 
The RE Committee and I have chosen curricula and 
workbooks that will closely reflect the UU 
principles as well as the principles of Prairie UU 
Society. Our goal is to see more connection between 
our RE program and the congregation. I hope that 
all of us, whether we are teaching or not, will help 
educate our children and make this another 
successful year.

I look forward to hearing about your summer 
adventures!

Rebecca Malke
youthcoordinator (at) uuprairie.org or 695-3435

UNITARIAN-UNIVERSALIST NEWS 

ESCAPE TO VERMONT SEPTEMBER 22-24
Twelfth Annual B&B Weekend offered by the UU 
Church of Rutland, VT.  Enjoy the beauty of 
Vermont, UU hospitality, and a choice of guided 
activities:  hiking, canoeing, visiting the studios of 
local artists, touring historic sites and quaint towns, 
and much more.  

Registration by August 1, $225 (single) and $425 
(double).  After August 1, $275 (single) and $475 
(double).  For more information contact 
uufoliagevermont@yahoo.com or (802) 438-2095.

SAUK CITY UU SERVICE AUGUST 20
The Free Congregation of Sauk County announces 
its August 20 Sunday service at 10:00 a.m.: 
“Neither Dead nor German: Free Thought Today 
and Tomorrow” with Michael Whaley.

We tend to speak about our Free Congregation 
“Freethinker heritage” in the respectful tones 
reserved for the dead, and as if it were something 
encapsulated in the past and of a particular ethnic, 
in this case, German, nature.  In Michael’s talk, and 
in the discussion to follow, we will visit the 
American roots of Free Thought, especially its often 
overlooked contribution to the founding of this 
country, and consider how and why a revitalized 
Free Thought movement is essential not only to the 
continuing American experiment in democracy but 
to the survival and prosperity of the Free 
Congregation’s Free Thought tradition.  Crucially, 
we will explore how we can revitalize it while 
embracing Unitarian Universalism and 
strengthening our commitment to ONE 
Congregation—our own unique manifestation of 
e pluribus unum!

OTHER NEWS 

ALLIED DRIVE MARCH FOR PEACE
Come march against crime in this community, for it 
could be yours.  Let your voices be heard.

When:  Saturday, August 12, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.
Where:  Boys and Girls Club parking lot, Allied 
Drive neighborhood

For questions or to volunteer, call Chaplain Alice 
Howard at 217-1109.

ALLIED DRIVE COMMUNITY DISCUSSION 
ON NAZI RALLY PLANNED
No Nazis in Madison is teaming up with Move 
Forward Not Out to sponsor a community 
discussion on Tuesday, August 15 at 7 p.m. at the 
Boys and Girls Club, 4619 Jenewein Road.
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This meeting will link the fight against racism with 
the fight for justice.  The focus will be on 
counterplans to the upcoming Nazi demonstration 
August 26 in Madison, and the ongoing fight 
against racism and for justice in our city. 

MIDDLE EAST SERIES OPENS IN 
SEPTEMBER
The cradle of civilization is now the world’s biggest 
tinderbox. On the fifth anniversary of 9/11, the 
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters 
will open its 2006/2007 Academy Evenings season 
in Madison’s Overture Center for the Arts with 
"Understanding the Middle East," a special five-part 
weekly series on issues pertaining to the Middle 
East. Noted theologian Martin E. Marty, Chevron 
executive Jan Kalicki, sociology professor Joe 
Elder, and a number of other experts will shed light 
on problems in the Middle East and examine 
possible solutions.

Programs will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesdays, 
September 13–October 11 at the Overture Center 
for the Arts, 201 State Street in Madison. All 
programs are free and open to the public. Free 
tickets are recommended to ensure seating and will 
be available beginning August 1 in the Wisconsin 
Academy’s James Watrous Gallery at Overture, 
third floor. Summer hours: Tues./Wed./Thurs. 11–5, 
Fri./Sat. 11–8, Sun. 1–5, closed Mondays. 

The "Understanding the Middle East" series is 
sponsored by the Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation. 
The Wisconsin Academy thanks the foundation for 
its generous support.

The Roots of Conflict—Joe Elder
September 13, Capitol Theater, 7–8:30 p.m.
An overview of the region’s history and the root 
sources of conflict. 

Rx for “Oil Addiction”: The Middle East and 
Energy Security—Jan H. Kalicki 
September 20, Capitol Theater, 7–8:30 p.m. 
Kalicki proposes ways to remedy our “addiction to 
oil” through a foreign policy strategy that 
encompasses both national and energy security.

The Dilemma of Fundamentalism—Martin E. 
Marty
September 27, Capitol Theater, 7–8:30 p.m.
On the dilemma of fundamentalism as opposed to 
constructive religious practice, with an emphasis on 
how this problem pertains to the Middle East.

Beyond the U.S. Veil: Women in the Middle East
—Mary Layoun
October 4, Promenade Hall, 7–8:30 p.m.
A discussion of the status and promise of women in 
the Middle East.

Paths to Peace—Nadav Shelef and Ali 
Abootalebi
October 11, Overture Lobby, 7–8:30 p.m.
Presenting their views on possible paths to peace in 
this embattled region.

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters
1922 University Avenue, Madison, WI 53726
www.wisconsinacademy.org

PRAIRIE WEB SITES 
 
Society Home Page: prairie.madison.uua.org
News Group: groups.yahoo.com/group/prairienews/
Views: groups.yahoo.com/group/prairieviews/
Social Action: socialaction.madisonwi.us
Humanist Union: http://humanist.madisonwi.us
Long Range Planning: www.execpc.com/~prairieu/ 
planning
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