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"As the prairie stretches out until it becomes one with the sky, let us reach out to touch and be one with the natural world and with one another." (from our

Bond of Union)
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http://Amww.prairie.madison.uua.org

President: Ken Skog; (608) 273-4813
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PRAIRIE CALENDAR

Saturday, October 11

9:30 am.—8:30 p.m. The Earth Charter: Growingthe
World Community, at MATC Downtown Learning
Center (2nd floor), 211 N. Carroll St.,

Madison. Detailsinside.

Sunday, October 12

9:00 am. Choir rehearsal

10:00 am. "Beginning the Journey of Healing,"
presented by Amy Owen.

11:30am. Prairie Book Club discusses Welcome to
the World Baby Girl by Fannie Flagg, at Prairie.

Wednesday, October 15
7:00 p.m. Prairie Board Meeting at Prairie.

Saturday, October 18
3:00-5:00 p.m. Religious Education Volunteer
Orientation, at Prairie.

Sunday, October 19

9:00 am. Choir rehearsal

10:00 am. "When Good Things Happen to Bad
People," presented by Jerry Beuer.

11:30am. CommitteeFair will follow service. Pizza
will be available.

Editor: Dan Proud, prairieu@execpc.com;

Next Prairie Fire deadline is

Sunday, October 19, 2003

Sunday, October 26

9:00 am. Choir rehearsal.

10:00 am. "All Souls Observance,” led by Orange
Schroeder. Bring aphoto or other remembrance of a
person no longer living who isimportant inyour life.
11:45 am.—12:45 p.m. Pledge Drive Kickoff Brunch.
Detailsinside.

Saturday, November 1
8:30 am.—3:30 p.m. Workshop on Prairie Growth at
FUS. All committee members urged to attend.

Sunday, November 2

9:00 am. Choir rehearsal.

10:00 am. "Our Homeless Children," presented by
Jani Koester.

11:30 am. Membership Committeeat Prairie.

DETAILS OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, October 11
Becausethe Prairie Board voted to make asponsoring
contributiontotheMadison Earth Charter Community


http://www.prairie.madison.uua.org/

Summit outlined below, wewill have atabletherewith
our framed Bond of Union and brochures. Itisan
opportunity to tell prospective new members about
Prairie.

Rachel Siegfried'sdaughter, Maggie (whorecently
joined usfrom Hawaii, will be singing during the brown
bag lunch hour (starting at 12:15). She performs under
the stage name of "Maggie Catfish."

The Ethnic Connection (Dol eta Chapru, George and
Ruth Calden, and Lee Burkholder) will play at 5 pm.

Prairiemembersand friendsareinvited to join usat
Madison'sFirst Earth Charter Community Summit. For
more info, see www.earthchartersummits. org/
locations/ madisonwi/ or call Bob Park.

Program Schedule

9:30-10:00 Registration

10:00-11:00 Opening

11:00-12:00 Round-robin check-in with other cities
Noon-1:00 Brown bag lunch (music: Maggie Catfish)
1:00-1:20 Keynote speaker, Rep. Spencer Black
1:20-4:00 Speakersonthetopics. Respect and Carefor
the Community of Life; Wisconsin Sustainable Futures
Network: Ecological Integrity; Social and Economic
Justice; and Democracy, Nonviolence and Peace
4:00-5:00 Open space conversations(including Prairie
UU Society table)

5:00-6:00 Sustainability Stew Supper and Honoring
Wisdom ceremony (music: The Ethnic Connection)
6:00-8:00 Celebration dance and continuation of Open
Space conversations.

8:00-8:15 Closing ceremony

Sunday, October 12

Beginning the Journey of Healing. Thiswill bethefirst
inaseriesof three worships exploring the process of
forgiveness given by Amy Owen.

How can we useforgivenessto heal hurtsinour lives?
Forgiveness has been linked to benefitsin health,
happiness, and human rel ationshipsthroughresearch at
the University of Wisconsin, but it can be difficult to
know how to start thisjourney.

Thisworshipwill highlight thefirst few stepsto
forgiveness, and address some challenges we might face
along theway. Wewill discuss how we protect
ourselvesemotionally from the hurt (and how those

might not serve us anymore), how we cope with anger,
shame, and other emotionsthat we might

feel asaresult of being unjustly hurt, and how our
thoughts might prevent usfrom moving on.

Sunday, October 19

In"When Good Things Happen to Bad People,”

Jerry Beurer blends seriousness and humor to examine
how we can best react when good things happen

to people whose negative behavior repul ses

us. Building on the best seller When Bad Things
Happen to Good People, Beurer offers guidelinesfor
finding lessonsin the good fortunes of people who more
properly deserve acomeuppance.

Dr. Beurer, asemi-retired sociologist, has taught with
Lutheransat L uther Collegeand St. Olaf, Catholicsat
Marquette University, and sun worshippersat the
University of Arizona. Hedivides hisyear between the
Woodruff-Minocqua area, where he isamember of the
Northwoods Unitarian Fellowship, and Wausau, where
he attends the Universalist-Unitarian church.

Sunday, October 26

In keeping with the tradition established by Ruth Calden
with her programs about the Mexican Day of the Dead
celebrations, Orange Schroeder will lead an All Souls
Day program. Everyoneisinvited to remember
someonewho has passed away recently or long ago.
Please bring a photograph or other

remembrance for everyoneto see. Youwill beinvited
to shareit silently, or to say afew words. We will
celebrate life and enduring love through candle lighting,
song and wordsin this special annual Prairie program.

Sunday after church, October 26

Put this date on your calendar and plan to stay for
coffee, teg, juice, and assorted breakfast breadsto kick
off the seventh annual Pledge Drive. Asyou munch and
drink, we will present our proposed 2004 budget and
the needed pledges to help meet this budget. Thisisa
chancefor you to learn the current and long-range goals
and financial needs of Prairie UU. Most importantly,
bring your checkbook and a pen and make your
financial contribution, which isvital to meet these goals.
Y our giving keepsPrairie UU aliveandisneeded to
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help us grow and change within the Madison
community. Child carewill beavailable.

Saturday, November 1

Dori Davenport of the Central Midwest District of the
UUA will hold aworkshop to help Prairie committees
select actionitemsthat will increase the membership at
Prairie. Theworkshop, at First Unitarian Universalist
Society, is8:30 or 9:00 to 3:30 p.m. All members of
Prairie committees are urged to attend.

If youwould like to attend but are not on acommittee,
pleasetalk to acommittee chair and arrangetojoin.

(Y ou canlearn more about the various committeesat a
committeefair after the Prairie program on Sunday,
October 19.)

Weareinviting peoplefrom the Sauk City UU group
and James Reeb to attend the growth workshop.
Details on thetime and place will be

inthe next Prairie Fire and through PrairieNews.

Sunday, November 2

Who are the homeless childrenin Madison and what
areour schoolsdoing to helpthem? The Transition
Education Program (TEP) isaprogram that serves
homelessfamiliesthrough advocacy, support and
educational servicesintheMadison school district. Jani
K oester has been one of the staff membersin this
program since 1989. Shewill join usupstairsto share
information about Madison homelessfamiliesand the
TEP program.

OUR SOCIETY

CIRCLEDINNERS—LAST CALL

Although the deadlinefor signing up for Circle Dinners
was Oct. 5, you can still dlip inyour names on the
signup sheet at Prairie next Sunday or by calling Judy
Skog (273-4813) or e-mailing her. Thisactivity goes
on for months, so don't missout! Thefinal makeup of
the circleswill be announced by the end of the month.
New member s—thereisno better way to meet Prairie
members. Sign up now!

SEMINOL E SUFFERSCONSTRUCTION

The Seminole Hwy bridge isbeing worked on and will
be closed for part of the next two months. Beware,
when you make plansto driveto Prairiel

ATTENTION, PRAIRIEMUSICIANS!

Our program on December 14 will be devoted to the
lifeand music of Wolfgang Amadeus M ozart.
Musiciansof all ages should consider Mozart
compositionsthey might wish to perform. If you need
an accompanist, or accompanists, or if you want
suggestionsof thingsto perform, contact Warren
Hagstrom or Doleta Chapru (238-4970 or
warrenolaf @aol.comor dchapru@aol .com).

DISCUSSION GROUP FORMING
"Since death aloneis certain and the time of death
uncertain, what should | do?'

Thisisaquestion posed by Stephen Batchelor in his
book, A Year to Live, which he offersasan
opportunity to resolve our denial of death aswell asour
denial of lifeand to heal and revitalize our lives.

| would like to bring together a small group of Prairie
memberswho wish to examinetheir personal
relationshipsto dying and death. The group will focus
on our reflections on the above question and how we
would changeour lives, our fearsof living and dying,
extending gratitude and forgiveness, writing amemorial
service and an epitaph, and saying good-byeto loved
Ones.

Wewill meet approximately every four weeksfor either
oneyear or until the beginning of summer at my home
during the weekend. Meetingswill include checking-in,
various exercises and meditations, and discussion.
Reading Levine'sbook isstrongly suggested. It is 168
pageslong and costs $10.00.

If you areinterested in participating in thegroup, call
273-3895 or email lindasuzannel s@aol.com. | would
like to begin meeting October 18th or 19th.

Linda Sheehy

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION



RE NEEDSYOQOUI!

The Oct. 18 orientation session still on! TheRE
Committee made aserious pleafor help at the
Ingathering Service on September 7. Aswediscussed
then, thisyear the RE Committee isasking every church
member to volunteer two hours (or

more) sometime during the year to ensure that we offer
the best R.E. program. Volunteer activities:

* Call volunteers

* Trangport our child careworkers

* Bake cookies

* Serve snacks

* Buy snacks

* Buy/pick up supplies

* Lead friendship circle

* Lead ritua

* Specia events coordinator

* Special events helper

* Nifty Gifty (mid-December)

* Fal Frolic (thisyear, Saturday, Oct. 25)

* Wild Wintering (late Jan/early Feb.)

* Spring Fling (probably thefirst Sat. in May)
* Lead OWL class (in years when we offer OWL)
* Weekly cleanup

* Major cleanup (once or twice ayear)

* Organize supplies

* Summer childcare

* Transport kidsto field trips, etc.

To help Prairie members and friends feel more
confident about volunteering to helpin RE, the
committeewill conduct avolunteer orientation session
on Saturday, October 18, from 3:00t0 5:00 p.m., at
Prairie. Thevolunteer training session hasbeen carefully
designed to help you become more comfortable with
thevariousvolunteer activities.

Wewill have refreshments and provide take-home
material. Seven people have already registered (thank
you!) and we have room for more. To register,

please contact Anne Urbanski (221-4053 or
anneu53714@yahoo.com) or Kristi Sprague-Klepzig
( bananamoon@charter.net or 278-1975).

Pleasetry to attend this session; consider thisyour
opportunity to show the RE committee, teachersand
our kidsthat Prairie members are committed to R.E. as

oneof Prairie'smost important activities. Let'stry to
walk thewalk aswell astalk thetalk about R.E.

For the RE Committee,
Anne Urbanski

Shaar el Shamayim Calendar

2" 39& 4" Sat. 9am.—2p.m.
Prairie Liaison: Celeste Robins 249-5933
Cedegtid R@charter.net

OfficeHoursfor the Office Administrator

Mondays 7-9 p.m.
Saturdays 10 am.—12 noon

LETTERS

THE BEGINNING OF A FAREWELL

For some of you, thisisan introduction, for others, the
beginning of afarewell. My nameisKristi, and | have
been the Director of Religious Education at Prairie since
August of last year. | was offered this 10 hour-a-week
position and felt so honored to be trusted with being a
major influenceinthereligiouseducation of Prairie’s
youth. | wasalso excited to use my teaching
background again, having left seven yearsof teaching
behind to stay at home with our two young children. It
seemed the perfect match for meand for Prairie.

A year later, | still loveworking with theyouth at Prairie
and the RE Committee. | also enjoy thinking about and
planning lessonsaround thisyear’ scurricular theme of
Socia Justice. What | am coming to termswith,
however, isthat | don’t havethetimerequired to do my
best work at Prairie, befully present for my two- and
five-year old children, have meaningful conversation
with my spouse, and squeeze in good, self-care time,
too. When| dotry todoit all, as many women must, |
find myself stressed and eventually physicallyill.
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So, | have made adifficult and important choiceto
resign asthe Director of Religious Education.

Youwill still seemeand my family at Prairie; I'll till
support the RE Program. And, | can assure you that
the Religious Education program will bewonderful this
year. Thereisagood foundationin place, excellent
curriculaand some (but we need more!) talented adults
to facilitate meaningful learning experiencesfor your
children.

Thanksto the many people who have sent supportive
wordsor have given mekind hugs of support in making
thisdecision. I'll be around in my position through the
second Sunday in November, so continueto contact
me or others on the RE Committee with questions,
concernsor ideasfor hiring someone for the DRE
position until then!

In Peace,
Kristi Sorague-Klepzig
Td: 278-1975 E-mail: bananamoon@charter.net

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Dear Prairie Church Members,

Thank you for your donation of food to the Allied Food
Pantry. The Pantry will remain open during this
transition time aswe are able to use the side entranceto
the building. We are hopeful that the rest of the
Community Center will reopen soon under new
leadership.

Thank you again,
ConnieWeisse, Allied Partners

Prairie Web Sites

Prairie UU:  http://my.execpc.com/~prairieu/
PrairieNewsGroup: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/prairienews/

PrairieViews Group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/prairieviews/

Socia Action:  http://socialaction.nomestead.com

OTHER NEWS

From the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(UUSC) E-mail Bulletin:
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Action Alert! Help free Aung San Suu Kyi; bring
justiceto Burma

Burmese opposition leader and Nobel Peace laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi underwent major surgery on Sept. 18
in Rangoon. She hasjust been rel eased from the hospital
and now is again under house arrest. The news of her
medical treatment was thefirst report of her
whereabouts since May 30 when she and her supporters
were attacked by a government-sponsored mob during a
tour of northern Burma. Suu Kyi and the National
League for Democracy have led the movement to
restore democracy and human rights against the
oppressivemilitary regime.

Details. http://www.uusc.org/news/a ert093003.html.
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Threats, memories of massacr es cloud hope for
free electionsin Guatemala

Allison Kent, program associatefor Latin America,
recently spent two weeksin Guatemalawhere she met
with UUSC partners. Shereturned with someriveting
stories about the hopes and fears of indigenous
Guatemalans asthe presidential election drawsnear.
Details: http://www.uusc.org/info/article093003.html.
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Action Alert! Preserve family values, 40-hour work
week, overtime pay

Pres. Bush and the U.S. Depart. of Labor want to
change the standard work week from 40 hours per week
to 80 hours over two weeks, allow private employersto
offer compensatory timein place of overtime pay, and
legally permit those employersto deny use of that
compensatory timefor ayear or more. The UUSC is
shocked that this administration would seek thereversal
of more than 60 years of labor law in the United States
and ignore the human rights of familiesand workers. The
U.S. Senate has voted to halt these rule changes, and it is
imperative that the U.S. House of Representatives do the
same.

Details. http://www.uusc.org/news/al ert092603.html
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Cuba: Victory for supporters!
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In early September, UUSC asked advocates to contact
their U.S. representativesto support legislationtoend
restrictionson traveling to Cuba. Shortly afterwards, a
major victory was recorded when three amendmentsto
an appropriationshbill that would easetherestrictions
were approved by the House of Representatives by
respectable margins. However, more work needsto be
done because President Bush has promised to veto
measures such as these.

Details: http://www.uusc.org/news/article091403.html
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Photo exhibit highlights struggles of indigenous
Guatemalan women

The Unitarian Universalist Service Committeeisinviting
Unitarian Universalist congregationstodisplay a
photographic exhibit focusing on art and culture of
indigenouswomenin Guatemalaand their strugglesto
protect their human rights. The museum-quality exhibit,
"Granddaughtersof Corn," isaprofessionally-produced
exhibit that documentsthe determination and spirit of the
Guatemalan peoplein spite of the suffering they have
endured.

Details: http://www.uusc.org/info/article092603_2.html
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The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee: "Advancing human
rightsand social justicein the U.S. and throughout the world."
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From the Journey Toward Wholeness News (a UUA
anti-oppression, anti-racist, multicultural initiative)

VOTER REGISTRATION AND RACIAL
JUSTICE

Very shortly, congregationswill bereceiving aletter
from UUA President Bill Sinkford encouraging themto
make voter registration, mobilization, andin somearess,
poll monitoring, a priority in the upcoming months.

Last June at the General Assembly Ware Lecture, civil
rightsleader Julian Bond painted ascathing picture of the
history and the continuing effectsof racism, and indeed
itsaccel eration by governmental policiesinthelast few
years. At theend of his presentation ayoung woman
stood up and asked what isthe most important thing
anyone can do to combat racism. Without missing a beat
he answered, " Search out twenty like-minded persons—
and make them ambassadors to ensure that they in turn
get twenty like-minded persons—to vote in next year's
presidential election.” For Julian Bond's complete
remarks, see http://www.uua.org/ga/ga03/4051.html

Engagingin voter registration and mobilization provides
an opportunity for UUsto form anti-racist partnerships
with the NAACP (see
http://www.naacp.org/work/voter/
voter_empowerment.shtml) and community organizations
that have voter empowerment projects.

We can do more than register folks and then go away.
We can meet people, listen, and becomealliesinthis
effort while helping to empower people at the same
time. Wecanlearnalot. (For more about forming anti-
racist partnerships see my chapter in the new Skinner
House book Soul Work-Anti-racist Theologies in
Dialogue. You can order it at
http://www.uua.org/bookstore.

Susan Ledlie, Director for UUA Office of
Congregational Advocacy and Witness
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INTERNALIZED RACIST OPPRESSION
INTENSIVE

On July 14-16, 2003, 50 people gathered in Chicago to
attendaCrossroadsintensiveregarding”Internalized
Racist Oppression.” Thosein attendanceincluded
representatives from the UUA. The event focused on
theissue of internalized racist oppression and internalized
racist superiority. We explored how we each in our
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individual and collectiveidentity internalizesthesubtle
societal messages of racism. We came to discover that
thereis a powerful dance that goes on between the
oppressor and the oppressed and that both partnerstake
stepsthat keep oppressioninplace. Of al the learnings
for me, thiswasthe most difficult and personal .

In one creative exercise, we watched parts of films (The
Matrix, Undercover Brother, and Rabbit-Proof
Fence) and television programs (Margaret Cho and X -
Men). We learned that the subtle messages and
assumptionsof an oppressivereality andworldview are
ever present in what we hear and see in the media every

day.

The second most important learning for me was coming
to understand therole of "race-based caucusing” and the
crucial roleit playsfor transformation teamslaying the
basis of the work that the team does itself and the future
leadership that theteams providesto the congregationin
the process of itstransformation.

It became clear to me that the successful transformation
teams were those teams that used "race-based
caucusing" asthe organizing and support tool that it was
meant to be. It isin the race-based caucusing group that
white peoplestrugglewith their individual "internalized
racist superiority," theissuesassociated with participating
inagroup identity, and what it meansto be "white" in
America.

For "people of color" it isaplaceto strugglewith our
individual "internalized racist oppression,” to deepen our
understanding of our collectiveidentity, and what it
meansto be a"person of color" in America.

The Reverend W. Chester McCall, Interim Assistant
Minister, First Unitarian Church, San Diego
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SUGGESTED READING

Who Is Black, One Nation's Definition, by F. James
Davis, The Pennsylvania State University Press, 10th ed.

Thisbook hasbeen apopular text for university classes
and exhaustively examinesthe"onedrop rule" that
undergirded slavery and which continuestoreinforce
racismin America

Davisprovidesaninsightful historical framework asthe
US moves away from black and white stereotypes
toward acknowl edging themultiracial makeup of millions

of Americansof all complexions. James DavisisaUU
and retired professor of sociology.

The Reverend Dr. Ralph Mero
UUA, Director-Office of Church Saff Finances
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PRAIRIE BOOK CLUB FALL ANDWINTER
SELECTIONS

Sun., Oct. 12 —After Prairie service—Welcome to
the World Baby Girl isanew novel by Fannie Flagg,
author of Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop
Cafe and the prize-winning co-writer of the movie by
that name. Suggested by Sarah Lord.

Sun., Nov. 9 —After Prairie service—The Pianist by
Wiladyslaw Szpilman.

Sun., Dec. 7 —After Prairie service—Journey into the
Whirlwind isapersonal account of thefirst threeyears
of author and professor Eugenia Ginzburg's 18-year
ordeal during the Stalin purges of the 1930s.

Sun., Jan. 11 —After Prairie service—The Tipping
Point by Malcolm Gladwell isanon-fiction book that
comparescommercia successeswith themodel of
epidemics.

Thisisan open book club. Anyonewho hasread the
book or wantsto hear the book discussed may come to
any meeting. When we meet at Prairie,

participants bring food to share. Books are available at
Border'sWest on University Avenue at a20% discount
if you mention thisisaPrairie Book

Club selection.






