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PRAIRIE U-U Nov. 19, 1989

U-U's and other denominations: Are we so different?
o) Follows

1. ...Light the chalice for the 6 Jesuit priests, their cook, and her

daughter,who-were-nmurdered—last—Thursday in_El Salvador I feel as . if . __
they were part of us, our fellowship, our family. *=€> Ity dond 1 3 from A

S Fromallthat el beTontheskesmads 7o o ey E A —ehop ool
o i BT fose priesty e f@rc, 4 }:/ Selorck
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1. ~Erin_Bosch-and .middle schoolers. —-An . RQ QUiZo- - om oo oo e o

2. This_morning-I -want to-argue-that-most—American-religious-denominations—

have become more Tike U-U's, in various ways, in the last generation or so.

Much of my evidence comes from social surveys, but I'm interested in your

own—experiences_with_people of _other religions_with-regard.-to-each—of-the

changes.

3. First: In the past many religious denominations kelsxthaxxXswxkhak

e XRBRXRXEXBURXHARREX ROMIAX RRRNAHRX KR X PABUEXBEAXNALXBRYX-Were—highlyexclusive,—

demanding Toyalty and conformity of their members, and intolerant of others.

People were 1ikely to beiieve that only members of their own groups could
attain religious_salvation Today_only_small-minorities—hold-such—views-

Fewer than 15% of Lutherans and Baptists think that membership in thédr

“Faiths are nEEéssary“?6%"QETVéf{Eﬁj“?§Wé?MEﬁiﬁ—55% of CathoTics,

;ﬁ Z:U :Zn‘f 5@-,&(, gﬁ a,‘\(a

rangvR b MU“f{LH;

LAk T e

_Official _doctrines_have changed-in. thisregard.—The-Catholic—church—has

recognized the legitimacy of the religious beliefs of Protestants and Jews.

B S1m11ar1y, parents are much less c?ncerned that their children remain

Ul M/

loyal to_their churches.— One _survey_asked_parents..to_choose-the three-most---

YA
important emphases in child rearing from a set of alternatives. In 1924,

50% chose Toyalty to church, 25% independence, and only 6% tolerance of other:
In 1972, only

22% chose loyalty to church, 76% independence, and 47% tolerance,

These changes in beliefs make it easier for people to change their

———_vreligious affiliations,_and many Americans_do.—.More. than 25%-of those .. .
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brought up & in such denominations as the Lutherans, Methodists,

and Baptists had switched denominations or dropped out completely by the

time they were EXEWKRX 1nterviewed 1n 19//; more than 14% ot The (Latnoiics

e had. Similarly, marriages across religious Tines have become more

permissible and more common., When I was growing up, I and all of my many

cousins were Lutherans. Xxxwax They didn't Seeém t00 bothered when wWe became
. Unitarians, we_were still Protestant. But when one of my cousins married

a Catholic, it was a real scandal. Today it wouldn't be.

T 77T How many of you marvied someone of a different veligious background? "

.of_the same religious background?_

Most of you wWERERXX were‘brought up in some other denomination. How

distressed were members of your families wnen you dropped Out:

4. Second: the Judaeo-Christian religions have been unusual among the

worTd reTigions in making strong. cognitive claims. Thelr God was a creator
god and an actor in history, giving laws to nature and to human beings both.

This has historically_.led to strife between.science and religion in
o ooy Lhicl FhaF wyr -
Christianity,that weee much less salient in other religions. In most T

S _. - denominations._ this has changed. Rhxixkiamzxx Most Christians_can accept the
theory of evolution., The Pope himself has convened meetings of physicists
to discuss the big bang theory of the origin of the imwersé° ‘ -
I — There has been a real and significant _decline_in the importance of
religious creeds, statements and professions of specific beliefs.,
CTergypeople might know the subtle theological positions that historically
e ... .. _distinguished their denominations from others, but they don't often discuss__
them in sermons. As a result, there is considerabfte variation of beliefs
nthe Tajor denominations. variation of beliefs within denominations—is

large compared to variations across denominations,

The flip side of this is that most Americans are really quite ignorant

about veTigion, ' quite certain that most of TUs could do better om tests ™
__of _knowledge about the Bible and Christian stories than most Christians.
We U-U's really do have quite different beliefs than most Christians.

BUt the decTining significance of creeds for most ChAvistians means that™
___these differences aren't likely to be salient in everyday life. What's

the Tast time you have had an argument with someone outside Prairie about

a matter of religious belief? — ' T
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5. Third, the authority of the clergy has greatly declined.

This goes way back to the Reformation for the Protestant clergy, when

the Tites that only the ¢lergy could practice ceased to be essential for
salvation. But as long as the Protestant denominations stressed creeds so

much, the superior knowledge of ministers gave them authority. But not now.

The decTimeinthe authority of Roman Catholic priests has DPeem much -
more recent, only the last 30 years or so, and much more dramatic
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