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~ w So let me begin with my own saint story, about my patron saint, Olaf. 
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Ol af was killed in 1060. Soon.after his dea~h, the rock on which he 

L Chalice .... for my patron saint, 01 af, marts.:red 106_0_8_._D_._ _ 
Story and song by Anne Pryor and Aileeno 

lay as he bled to death was credited with miraculous curative powers; they 
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medieval Scandinavian imageryo People made pilgrimages to the site from 
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Then in the 16th century came the Reformationo The Lutherans made war 

on saint worship and image worshipo They threw out the supposedly 
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tbey painted over all the images om the wall of the church. I could really 
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identify with that too, with the Reformers_iJLt.b_ej_r_s_t_e.r_r1-mono-tb.ejsm-a.r.i.d1--- ------------- 
their campaigns against religious magic and superstition. 
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again vestig.es of the earlier images, and they added some 20th c. images of 
·heir own. In that part of the world, the wars of the Reformation are over
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2. But let1s turn back to the Bible to a story in Gene_sJ_s_th.a..t_i.s_o __ ._ _ 
central importance to Judaism, Islam, and to Christians like S~ren 

~--.-.--.,,------- ----------t( ·-i -er-k e · g a-a.-r d-;-t h · e-s · tu r y-w he.re Goa commanded Abraham to offer his only son 
Isaac as a burnt offering. (Gen. 22) It is a myth associ~b~~-~-­ 
the most important festivals of the Muslim calendar.o•••o 

-------------S-eu-rg-e-ea-1-ct-enwt-1-17'eael-the story as retold~llen~ 
.... Woody Allen is good at this sort of thing. Cf. 01Flab_e.r...ty_i __ (_ _ 

Daedalus Spring 1980, p. 99. 

3. And now w~xKaN I invite you to offer your Bible or Saint story_~.tb.a..t_y..o_u __ 
would like to share with us. 

4. I was a high school socialist, one of three in my high school.__.._ _ 
suppose it was my main form of adol~scent rebellion, since my father was a 
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was in the Gospels, in each of them, here Mark 10:17-310 See? ~~~s~a~­ 
socialist too. I read the life of Jesus by Karl Kautsky, the early 20th c., 
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tb the early pristine stories by later writers. 
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Gospels by making Jesus into a socialist. Th.§Y said that tbera.was.a. _ 
1camel gate• in Jerusalem through which a camel could pass only on its 
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God, not that they· coul dri It go to heaven. I coul dn It answer that_a.t_t.b.e_t_i_me.._ 
Only in preparing 'for this series did I discover that the story about th4l- 
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eager to conciliate the rich. The story is preposterous on the face of 
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