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Reconstruction Era
National Historical Park

Dawn of a R"bbl_ut;)‘n- :
The Penn School ¥ Gl

den bullding, which was
at the present day site of the
Community Hou:
construction era schoa
was taken apart around 1900, and the
lumber used to build homes for area
residents.

Prior to the Civil War, it was a crime in South Carolina to teach Black people to read. In the Beginning n 1948, Penn Schools

‘mission changed, and the site became
Spring of 1862, northern missionaries, most notably Laura Towne, Ellen Murray, and Charlotte  sausgn s tasedon
1 i Jears after the school wes established,
Forten, came to St. Helena Island and launched a revolution — they established the Penn T R s

Leadership Conference came to Penn

School. Here at the Penn Center National Historic Landmark District, you can walk among the .. o e sovos
. . Civil Rights Movement. Photo from
trees and buildings where countless lives were changed through education.

the Penn Center Collections
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ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL
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Ellen Murray







Charlotte Forten
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The First School House for Negroes in the South, 1862. St. Helena Island, S. C.



THE PENN SCHOOL, 1886
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Sewing class
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Basketmaking class
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History Class







SEA ISLAND BOHOOL, N, L==T. HELENA [SLAND. ESTARLISHED ATPRIL. 1562,

acne § VR AT s Kupperted Ly tso Pengesvania lieasch.
TV MNE MARMIOY W REGLLES,

EDUCATION AMONG THE FREEDMEN.

Penwsyheania Branch of the Amevican Lreedmaw's Anion Commizsion.
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On New Year's 1863 um
goantaﬂon John

yner Smith was the scene §

f elabora *ceremonies
ce!ebu enactment
of the Emancipation
Proclamation. Hundreds of
# freedmen and women came.

from Port Royal, Beaufort,
and the sea islands to join
Federal military and civil
authorities and others in
‘ t::rklnq the event. After

mﬂoa read,

1 the Ist South Carol!na
Volunteers (Colored), the
ﬂnt blacl: reqlment formed
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