Enjoy Prairie’s 50 Years of History in Book Form! Free to new members, $25 a set to

others.

f  This two-volame endeavor covers a fifty-
year history of Prairie Unitarian.
Universalist Sodiety, 2 small, largely lay-Jed

in Madison,

divisive issucs and its role in the larger

Although written largely by a committee of four over a
period of four years, other members have contributed
personal bios, articles, and many photos which enliven its
pages. Read about our five part-time ministers and our 32-
year unique survival as a i lay-led congreg:

‘What's inside this volume? - Heré'are a few short answers.

*a rapbook” with thing for y

* fifty years of church history in Chapter 1 (Most historians
would have stopped at the end of this chapter. We'did
not.)

* a litde bragging

+ pictures galore

apostxy:

* stories and memoirs

* scans from historical documents

* a few lists, charts, and tables

'lmny,mmynxmcn

Sample 'what you want. This isn’ta novel.
Dig in anywhere. Happy browsing!

[Photo shows sign creator Eric
installing our first sign, November 1992. Photo by Al Nettleton. Front
cover shows annual Maypole dancing, 2005. Photo by Carl Wacker.]

Not only history but the life of the church
community from 1967-2017 are featured in
this second volume about Prairie UU
Society in Madison, Wisconsin. Chapters
describe the nuts and balts of kecping the
church organized and some favorite
services. Our past and present ministers
and

children and their mentors. Helpful
appendices and an index for both volumes
round out this second volume.

Like the first volume, Volume 2 has been created by many

‘When you open these pages you'll find:

# a “scrapbook” with something for

* a litde bragging

* photographs galore

POty

* articles

* stories, interviews, and memories

* scans from primary sources

* a long list of our leaders and the positions they've held
* a 50-year annotated chronology

* many, many names

Sample what you want." This isn’t a novel.

[Back photo by Carl Wacker shows Mary Frantz at the piano with
children Gilbert Pawelski, Ivy Tellander, and Destincy Richards on
December 20, 2014. Front photo by Mary Mullen shows our sign and
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Prairie UU Society
50 Years in the Life

of a Congregation

1967-2017
Volume 1, in color

Ruth Calden
Rosemary Dorney
Maty Mullen
Barbara Park

Prairie UU Society
50 Years in the Life
of a Congregation

1967-2017
Volume 2




The History Committee — Mary Mullen, Ruth Calden, Rosemary Dorney, and Barbara Park — worked for over four
years to create Prairie UU Society: 50 Years in the Life of a Congregation, 1967-2017, Volumes 1 & 2. Book sets are
available free to new members. For others, they are for sale at the Prairie meeting house or may be mailed or obtained
directly from Prairie History Committee chair Mary Mullen, mmullen0843 @gmail.com or (608) 298-0843. The cost
is now a reduced $25 for the set plus $5 for mailing. Each premium paperback volume is 6 inches x 9 inches x ~1 inch
and printed on ivory paper. Volume 1 is pages 1-492. Volume 2 is pages 493-966. A review of the book set was
carried in Madison’s Isthmus on June 13, 2019: https://uuprairie.org/50th/Isthmus190613.htm

This is much, much more than a chronological history. What’s inside these volumes? Short answers:
e a “scrapbook” with something for everyone
o fifty years of history in Chapter 1 (Most historians would have stopped at the end of this chapter. We did
not.)
e a little bragging
e photographs galore
e poetry
e articles
e humor
e stories, interviews, and memories
e scans from primary sources
e a few lists, charts, and tables
e a 50-year annotated chronology
® many, many names
e and an index to both volumes at the end of Volume 2

The table of contents, below, displays the organization of the set. Each chapter also has its own table of contents. But
please take a peek at the covers and some of the page spreads for a better sense of what the books are like. Most are
shown in color, but only the black and white volumes are available at this time.
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Chapter 1
Chronologically
Speaking

20

. The Branch
. The Land
3. Lists Tell a Story
. Lanier Clance
5. Dave Meyer
6. Dave & Pat Meyer's Recollections p
7. The Wandering UUs Find a Home
8. Tenth Anniversary Testimonial
9. Prairie Building History
10. Interlude: Brief Musings from a President
1.
12. Prairie’s Prairie
13. Auld Lang Syne Retrospective 107
14. To Build or Not? And What About a Minister? __ 18
15. Rebuilding Community, By-laws, the Annex 130
16 Annex Fundraising 44
17. The Annex Sign 149
18. Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration 152
19. Since the Fiftieth Anniversary 157

Left, pp. 18-19. Each chapter has its
own illustration which sits opposite the
table of contents for that chapter. This
introductory picture for Chapter 1 —
Chronologically Speaking, is a map
showing the five different places Prairie
has met. We’ve been at our present
location since 1980.

‘olby Street
52010 Whenona Drive, 1980 (Beling.

Map locations by Ruth Calden,

1f you like to learn history in chronological order from
beginning to end, this is where (o start. Another place to start
is with the Master Chronology, page 913, in Volume 2. It
gives brief facts for each year of our history. If you prefer a
‘memoir about two years of the early days, start on page 57 in
this chapter, “Dave and Pat Meyer's Recollections.” As they
say in Boston, “It's up to you.”

Right, pp. 242-243. This page spread
in Chapter 3 — Traditions, shows a
few examples of our members in
motion. In the layout of the book, we
aimed to show as well as tell about
our unique Society. Therefore, most
spreads include some kind of
illustration: mostly photos, many
scans from Prairie Fire and other
sources, sometimes charts or tables.

coFFEE i .ip‘_b.r 27, the lb-pl.ul::y-“.
‘utﬂl:‘“ conduct & 4 m"‘s 00
coemitces,i¥e avatlable from 9°03 ©1
S . No coffe !ll :
a Gt o §1:20-- (HOT ONE DROP! Amy
8 A Tolate or bend this rule wi

There will, of course, be

Look at it this uy;-::'- zotizeas
fon, it's a reward for coming early:
Sotitus) Fran Remeika

Centainly, if one were h Prairie F d ry
set of Board minutes, more allusions to our pesky coffee habit could
be found.

But, in 2017, have

|

e action at the Prare rtreat, Bethel Horaomn
SATO03. Photo by Katky Comemer e

Dancing was an i
park’s 70°

husband-

Left, pp. 414-415. The History
Committee decided that it would not
avoid talking about some of the
problems that have bothered Prairie
over the years, thus Chapter 6 —
“Issues.” While some can be laughed
at, such as “Coffee” as shown on this
spread, the chapter also covers serious
issues which could have resulted in
Prairie’s demise, but did not!



Right, pp. 434-435. A collage of
images introduces Chapter 7 — In

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTER OPPOSE
ANTZ-ABORTION LEGISLATION

the Community. Prairie shows its :
caring outside its walls. 1 - "
Social Action and Allied Partners_

Y One Prairie Social Action Experience “3
A Song About the Homeless pr
4 Helping the Homeless Through the IHN pres
5 Volunteering for the Men’s Shelter
6. Homeless Folks Weekend at Prairie.
7. MOSES: Working for Social Justice
8. Other SA Activities Around Prisoners
9. Little Free Library
10. Giving Blood 463
11. Prairie: A Place to Meet 464
12. The Sanctuary Movement 47
13, Prairie Hosts Make Music Madison 474
14, Anti-War Activities — -
15. Declaring Prairie a Nuclear-Free Zone ____ 480
16. A Protestor Extraordinaire :
17. Valentines to the President ___————
18. rmmr..pbs-nﬂ-u-—dluﬂ_ 488
19. Jan Osteraas’ Memorial Service

Chapter 7

441

452
456
457
458
461

Left, pp. 760-761, from the longest
chapter in the book, Chapter 10 —
Who We Were / Are. This spread
shows what the black and white
version looks like. (That’s the only
version available at this time.)

In this chapter some members tell
how they came to Prairie, but
interviews, “appreciations,”
newsletter and newspaper articles,
and even poems introduce other
past and present members. The
newest folks are presented through
five pages of photos.

= s -
The Prairie History Committee on 7/25/17: Chair Mary Mullen, members Ruth Calden, Rosemary Dorney,
and Barbara Park. Sadly, we must report that Ruth died on 8/15/2019 at age 92. Photo by Marty Drapkin.
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